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NAMES, personal. It is probable that
in early times each name had some personal
significance. Most Old Testament names are
original; that is, they were given in the first
instance to the individuals bearing them.
They either originated in some circumstance
of birth or expressed some religious senti-
ment, thus: Jacob (supplanter), Isaiah (sal-
vation of Jehovah)7 Hannah (favor), De-
borah (bee). When some important change
occurred in a man's life, his name was often
changed to fit his new circumstances or dis-
position. Thus Abram became Abraham,
and Jacob became Israel.
The Hebrews, Egyptians, Assyrians, Babjr-
lonians, Persians and Greeks had no sur-
names; and in the earliest period of their
history the same may be said of the Romans.
In course of time, however, every Roman
citizen had three names, the praenomen, or
personal name, the nomen, or name of the
gens or elan, and the cognomen, or family
name, as Publius Cornelius Scipio. Con-
querors were occasionally complimented by
the addition of a fourth name, or agnomen,
commemorative of their conquests, as Pub-
lius Cornelius Scipio Africanus. Greek
names often referred to some personal char-
acteristic, to some special favoritism on the
part of the gods or to some future momen-
tous event; while Eoman names referred often
to the personal appearance and were fre-
quently supplemented by the occupation,
place of birth or a nickname. Times of pub-
lic excitement have had considerable influence
in modifying the fashion in names.
It is impossible to state with any degree of
certainty when the modern system of per-
sonal nomenclature became general. Sur-
names were introduced by the Norman adven-
turers, but were for centuries confined to the
upper classes. They became general in Scot-
land about the twelfth century. In some of
the wilder districts of Wales they can hardly
be said to have been adopted even yet. The
principal sources of surnames have been
•words denoting personal characteristics
(Black, Long, Short), rank, profession or
occupation (Bishop, Knight, Miller), locali-
ties or natural objects (Hill, Dale, Stone),
and patronymics (Johnson, Wilson, An-
drews). The Scotch Mac, the Irish 0', the
Herman Fits, the German -sohn, the Scaadi-
-sen, and the Russian -viteh have the
e mgniieaitioii as the Ehaglisii,-00**,
 tinguish two men of the same name they
used the form Solomon ben David (Solomon,
son of David). The Welsh use the word ap
in the same way—Evan ap Richard (John,
son of Richard). In France de was used
in a similar way, as in d" Andre, d'Hugues.
In most nations the wife changes her sur-
name on marriage to that of her husband;
in Spain, however,, she retains it, and a son
may adopt either the paternal or maternal
name. In many states of the Union, a man
can change his name only by securing a spe-
cial act of the legislature of his state.
NAMES, places. These, like the names of
persons, often derive from the language of
past races. In many parts of the world they
are taken from natural features of the coun-
try. Pen, or Sen, hill, gives rise to the names
of hills in England and Wales, as Penrhys,
Pemame, and more in Scotland, as Sen
Nevis. So also comb, valley, as in Cumber-
land, land of valleys. The place names in
America show thousands of examples of sim-
ilar origins, as in the compounding of names
made up partly or wholly of such elements.
Names ending in -ton (town), -riverf -land,
-port, -vale, -brook, are examples. In modern
times, and especially in America, places have
been given names in honor of its most noted
citizens, as Washington, Lincoln, Jackson;
or of persons who figured largely in its early
history, as, New Orleans} St. Louis, Balti-
more, Virginia, Georgia. Fortunately, too,
in all parts of the western world, the old
Indian words for tribes and places have been
perpetuated by adopting them as the names of
many provinces, states, cities and towns.
Chicago, Minnesota, Sioux, Saskatchewan,
Dakota, are familiar examples.
NAMTJE, na moo/, belgium, a pictur-
esque city of many historic associations, capi-
tal of the province of the same name. It is
situated at the junction of the Sainbre and
the Meuse, thirty-five miles southeast of Brus-
sels, Though protected by a circle of nine
forts, Hamur was captured by the Germans
early in the.World War, after a fierce bom-
bardment of two days; it remained in their
hands throughout the war. Afterward it
again became a thriving industrial center,
carrying on the manuf aeture of cutlery, ma-
chinery, glass, leather and other commodities.
It is in a coal and iron region, and has a pros-
perous trade. The city's chief b
elude a stately eathedial and a

